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Sciaphila secundiflora Thwaites ex Benth. (Triuridaceae) was discovered for the second
time in Hiroshima Prefecture on Miyajima Island, southwestern Japan, in July, 2011. In the
study site, this species was found growing associated with S. nana Blume and Burmannia
championii Thwaites on a forest floor with rich humus in vegetation corresponding to the
Symploco—Pinetum densiflorae, Myrsine seguinii subassociation, Symplocos glauca variant,
liana facies with Japanese red pine, Pinus densiflora Siebold & Zucc., disappearing from
the vegetation due to pine wilt disease. This forest type is a red pine forest associated with
many evergreen trees and shrubs, particularly characterized by the presence of big lianas.
Discovery of S. secundiflora on Miyajima Island symbolizes good nature conservation on
this Island. Although the second habitat was discovered, S. secundiflora be designated
as an endangered species (EN) in the Red List of vascular plants in Hiroshima Prefecture
judging from the rarity and fragility of the species in the prefecture.
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Specimens examined

Sciaphila secundiflora Thwaites ex Benth., in Hook.,
J. Bot. Kew Misc. 7: 10, 1855. Japanese name:
Uyematsu-so, Tokihisa-so, Munin-hongo-so.

JAPAN, Honshu, Hiroshima Pref.: Hatsukaichi-shi,
Miyajima Island: S. Uchida et al. s.n. in hb. HIRO-MY
47243 (29 July 2011, HIRO-MY).
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Fig. 1. Sciaphila secundiflora Thwaites ex Benth. (Triuridaceae) and its habitat on
Miyajima Island, Hiroshima Prefecture, southwest Japan. A. S. secundiflora with
flowers in the study site. B. Female flower of S. secundiflora. C. Male flower of
S. secundiflora. D. Habitat of S. secundiflora associated with S. nana Blume and
Burmannia championii Thwaites. E. The underground part showing soil profile. F. S.
nana with flowers in the study site. G. B. championii with flower-buds in the study
site.
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